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ASCE Mentoring Program – Off and Running Again!!! 
 

 
The Norfolk Branch of ASCE and the Old Dominion University ASCE student developed a 
mentoring program in the fall semester 2004.  The goal of the program is to provide a conduit 
between the student and the profession through which they can learn, gain contacts, and begin 
the integration into professional life. 
 
The program operates based on the needs of the student and the availability of the mentor.  
The objective is not to force meetings but to allow the two to find their comfort zone and 
build the relationship on their terms.  There is no requirement to meet weekly or monthly, it 
just needs to meet the needs of both parties. 

 
The first year was very successful with varied levels of involvement from mentors and 
students.  A couple of students are even working for their mentors! 
 
Now entering the second year of the program the number of student applicants has nearly 
doubled over last year, meaning we need your help.  If you would like to help a student, give 
back to the community, or are looking for ways to improve your recruitment process please 
let us know. 

Mentors involved in 2004 were: 
Ryan Delo  RKK Engineers 
Jan Harris   Liberty Engineering 
David Idhe  City of Virginia Beach     
Kristen Lentz  City of Norfolk 
Mike McCarthy City of Virginia Beach  
Steve Perrot  TranSystems Corp   
George Sadler  TranSystems Corp. 
Dave Sammons Sammons-Prokopiev 
John Stronach  VHB, Inc    

 
If you are interested in becoming a mentor please feel free to contact one of us: 
Jared Hutchins    Barry Forbes 
Jared_Hutchins@URSCorp.com wbforbes@transystems.com 

757-963-8928 w 
757-615-3298 m 
 

 
Upcoming November Luncheon 

The upcoming Joint Societies November Luncheon will be on November 9, 2005.   
Networking at 11:30 with lunch from 12:00 to 1:00.  Sponsored by VSPE. 
Speaker:  Mark Courtney, Executive Director of the Virginia Department of Professional and 

Occupational Regulation. 
Location: Holiday Inn Executive Center, Greenwich Road 
 More information to follow in next month’s newsletter 
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VSPE Publicity and Awards Campaign 
 

The Tidewater Chapter of VSPE has decided to reach out 
to the business community during February with a 
special publication.  INSIDE BUSINESS will provide 
VSPE with a marketing campaign and publication to 
better promote National Engineers Week, and the annual 
Engineer and Young Engineer of the Year awards.  
Through this campaign, the Hampton Roads business 
community, and specifically the commercial real estate 
industry, will gain a better understanding and awareness 
of the purpose and initiatives of VSPE and engineering.  
A full-color, glossy publication will be produced for the 
February E-Week Banquet and inserted into the issue of 
INSIDE BUSINESS the week before National Engineers 
Week.  VSPE is offering local businesses the opportunity 
to support our annual awards program and market your 
business to over 10,000 INSIDE BUSINESS readers and 
business owners.  INSIDE BUSINESS will work with 
you to provide ad copy coordination for publication.  We 
anticipate the following advertising opportunity costs, 
and thank you for your support.  
Rates & Sizes 
FULL PAGE……7.5 wide X 9.75 high…….$1000 
HALF PAGE…...7.5 wide X 4.5 high……….$750 
Quarter PAGE….3.568 wide X 4.5 high…….$500 
Business Card….3.5 wide X 2 high………….$250 
Please contact Bill Horton, P.E., 596-9681 or 
whorton@coeneninc.com, to reserve your ad space no 
later than November 4, 2005. 
 
ENGINEERING POSITIONS 
O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. has several career 
opportunities for engineers in our Virginia Beach office. 
Applicants should be a motivated team player with a positive 
attitude and strong work ethic. Current positions include: 
Senior Project Engineer with 8 to 10 years of experience in 
the evaluation and design of water and/or wastewater 
conveyance systems including rehabilitation as well as design 
of new facilities. Applicant should have a BS in Civil 
Engineering with a PE. 
Project Engineer with 4 to 6 years of experience in water 
and/or wastewater process design. Applicant should have a BS 
in Civil Engineering with a PE. 
Design Engineer with 1 to 3 years of general civil engineering 
experience including stormwater and E&S control. Applicant 
should have a BS in Civil 
Engineering. 
Senior CADD Designer with 8 to 10 
years of experience in process piping 
and EIC for water and wastewater 
systems. 
Interested candidates should forward their resume to: 
O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. 
2809 South Lynnhaven Road, Suite 305 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
Attn: William R. Smith, PE, Senior Manager 
 

Nominations for the 2006 Engineer and 
Young Engineer of the Year awards  

 
The Tidewater Chapter of the Virginia Society of 
Professional Engineers is now accepting nominations for 
the 2005 Engineer and Young Engineer of the Year.  
Nominations will be taken until December 2, 2005.  
Nominations should be for those engineers who have 
excelled in their profession and have furthered the ideals 
and ethics of professionalism.  The Young Engineer of 
the Year is also for those engineers under the age of 40. 
 
Please forward all nominations to the VSPE President, 
Bobby Cummings, by email at 
rcummings@clarknexsen.com, fax at 757-455-5638, or 
phone at 757-455-5800. 
 
ASCE Norfolk Branch Officers 2005 –2006 

 
ASCE Norfolk Branch Officers were elected in August 
for the upcoming fiscal year. As the branch 
administrative requirements have grown over the past 
couple of years, the combined Secretary-Treasurer 
position has been split into two elected positions – 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
President:  Glenn Bottomley, PE 

Parsons Brinckerhoff 
bottomley@pbworld.com 

Vice President: Brian Crowder, PE 
Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command – Atlantic 
Brain.crowder@navy.mil 

Treasurer: Barry Forbes, PE 
Transystems Corp. 
wbforbes@transystems.com 

Secretary: Ryan Delo, PE 
RK&K 
rdelo@rkkengineers.com 

Past President: Bernie Deneke, PE 
Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command – Atlantic 
Bernard.deneke@navy.mil   

 
 

CEEVC Fall 2005 Seminar 
 
The Old Dominion University Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Visiting Council (CEEVC) invites you to 
attend the Fall 2005 Seminar titled “Government 
Contacts:  What does the future hold for design 
professionals and the contracting community?” 

Please go to the following web link for detailed 
information and registration instructions for this seminar: 
http://members.cox.net/ceevcseminar/SeminarAnnounce
ment.pdf 
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ODU ASCE Student Chapter 
 
So far, it has been an eventful year for the Old Dominion 
University ASCE Student Chapter.  We began the year 
with our first event on September 6 with a welcome back 
cookout.  It was a big success and served both as a social 
event as well as a membership drive.  We followed the 
cookout with our first general meeting on September 8 
with Brian Crowder and Terry Legg making 
presentations.  At our second meeting of the year Todd 
Childress made a presentation and discussed structural 
engineering design and the use of visualization 
technologies in the design process.  Also at this meeting 
the Chapter decided to continue the mentorship program 
established with the Norfolk Branch last year and 
distributed questionnaires to interested students; 12 new 
members returned applications for the program.  At our 
next meeting, Gary Webb and Christina Ammens (last 
year’s student chapter president) will make presentations 
to the Student Chapter.  The first two meetings have been 
very successful and have averaged 25 students per 
meeting.  For the remainder of the semester, we will 
continue to have our meetings on alternating Thursdays.  
Officers for 2005-06 are:   
 
President:  Paul Johnson 
Vice President:  Eric Rosser 
Secretary:  Doug Watson 
Treasurer:  Rashid Abramov  
Steel Bridge Captain:  Paul Johnson 
Concrete Canoe Captain: Lorraine Perfetti  
 
In April 2005, the Old Dominion University ASCE 
Student Chapter competed against 12 other schools in the 
Virginias’ Student Conference.  While at the conference, 
ODU competed in both the steel bridge and concrete 
canoe competitions.  Prior to arriving at conference, the 
concrete canoe team spent the majority of their time 
working on fabricating the canoe at Froehling & 
Robertson with assistance from Frank DeMascio.  In all, 
nine students made the trip to compete in the concrete 
canoe competition.  Even though the team did not 
receive any awards, members gained valuable experience 
and look forward to competing next year. 
 
The other major project that the students partook in last 
year was the student steel bridge competition.  Eight 
students participated in the design and fabrication of our 
initial bridge.  For the majority of the design process, the 
team traveled to Parsons Brinckerhoff where Todd 
Childress provided guidance in the design process.  
Seven of our eight team members went on to represent 
the university at the student conference.  The ODU steel 
bridge team went on to place second overall at the 
regional competition, as well placing in the top three in 
all seven categories, and was extended an invitation to 
 

ODU ASCE Student Chapter (cont.) 
 
compete at the national competition in late May.  To 
increase our competitiveness at the national 
competition, the team redesigned and fabricated a new 
bridge in just over a month.  At the national 
competition, ODU was honored to be able to compete 
against 43 other schools from all over the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico.  Although the steel bridge 
team did not finish as well as desired, we feel that they 
are ready to compete again this coming year.  We thank 
Sol Mednick and Lloyd Tinsley at Globe Iron for their 
continued support and for providing the steel used in 
bridge construction.   
 
We also received a number of financial contributions 
that allowed the steel bridge team to travel to the 
National Competition.  We would like to thank all of 
the people and organizations that made donations in 
support of this effort.  These include:  
 
Kubilins Transportation Group 
ODU Civil and Environmental Engineering Visiting 
Council (CEEVC) 
Norfolk Branch ASCE 
ODU Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Department 
Engineering Services Inc. 
Paul Johnson, Sr. 
AISC 
Speight, Marshall, and Francis, P.C. 
Timmons Group 
Stroud, Pence, and Associates, LTD 
C. Allen Bamforth, Jr. Engineer-Surveyor, LTD 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
P.B.S.&J. 
 
 
We plan to build off of last year’s success and compete 
in both the steel bridge and concrete canoe 
competitions again this year.  For the remainder of the 
year, the Student Chapter anticipates on competing at 
the regional competition at UVA in early April, and 
hopes for a successful turnout once again, so that we 
are invited to the respective national competitions.  
Moreover, the university plans on sending four 
students to the Workshop for Student Leaders in 
January.  Hopefully the upcoming year will prove to be 
both very eventful as well as successful.    
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ASCE Norfolk Branch Spring Seminar 
Being Planned 

  
The annual ASCE Norfolk Branch spring seminar is 
currently in the planning stages. Topics being considered 
are: Hazard Mitigation, Storm Sheltering Requirements 
for the Public and Security Engineering. If any members 
of the Joint Societies have any other topics that they 
think would be of interest, please contact Brain Crowder 
at brain.crowder@navy.mil 
 

ASCE Membership Dues…. 
 
Yes, you probabaly just received it in the mail – ASCE 
membership dues notification…. They are officially due 
in December for the upcoming year but the earlier the 
better. Pay them early so they do not interfere with your 
Christmas shopping.  Members can renew their 
membership by going to the branch website at 
www.ascenorfolk.org and selecting the “membership 
renewal” link.  When you renew your membership, be 
sure to take advantage of belonging to one of the various 
ASCE Institutes. All ASCE members are eligible for 
membership in one Institute at no additional cost. Also, 
please consider paying the $12.00 Section/Branch dues. 
These funds go directly to the Section and Branch – 
which are managed by volunteers - and go towards 
engineering education programs, community awareness 
programs, and programs to enhance the engineering 
profession.  
 

Richard Norman is Elevated to ASCE 
Fellow 

 
Congratulations to Richard Norman, P.E! He has been 
the epitome of the soft spoken but strong minded 
professional during his successful career of thirty years 
with Hampton Roads Sanitation District (HRSD), the 
giant wastewater treatment agency for all of southeastern 
Virginia. Retiring as Chief of Design & Construction 
after seventeen years, he guided wastewater treatment 
projects as large as $50 million, using innovative 
technology such as the Biological Nutrient Removal 
(BNR) process which was patented by HRSD. In 
addition to a string of successful capital improvement 
projects which continue to win performance awards for 
the agency, Norman has left a heritage of many 
engineering improvements to the system in which he 
worked, leading HRSD to convert its construction 
contract documents to the national format of the 
Engineers Joint Contract Documents Committee, 
introducing the “Partnering” approach to resolve 
construction issues, and being instrumental in the 
development of the Regional Standards for Utility    
 

ASCE Fellow (cont.) 
 
Construction through the Hampton Roads Planning 
District Commission. Off the job he also worked quietly 
and effectively for the engineering profession, most 
recently leading the industry advisory efforts at Old 
Dominion University to assure accreditation for its civil 
and environmental engineering degree programs.   

 
Norfolk Branch ASCE - Hampton Roads 

Transportation Report Card 
The branch will roll out the Tidewater Area 
Transportation Report Card and establish an advocacy 
campaign to emphasize to Tidewater area residence of 
the problems associated with transportation needs in the 
area. The campaign will also provide information on 
contacting state delegates and congressman and 
encouraging them to show leadership and make some 
tough decisions regarding state transportation funding. 
The report card and additional information can be found 
at www.ascenorfolk.org/reportcard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Priscilla Monti was enthusiastic about the ASCE 
Norfolk Branch's Transportation Report Card with the 
lead noon spot on Tuesday October, 11, 2005"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Close-up of the report card grade 
"Roads = (D-)  Bridges = (C+) Overall = (D) 
 


